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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-21 (canceled, without prejudice). 

Claim 22 (currently amended): A method of operating voice traffic bearing packet 

switched network, th e m e thod comprising the steps of : 

receiving at a gateway to the packet-switched network, a call an 
information str e am including e ncod e d voic e band traffic originating originated 
from a voice terminal outside the packet-switched network, the voice terminal 
bein g communicablv connected to the gateway for communication to the gateway 
of the call the call comprising a call initiation information and the call initiation 
information comprising a call destination identifier originated from the voice 
terminal ; 

packetizing the call initiation information at the gateway; 

directing the information str e am packetized call initiation information over 
the packet-switched network to an a centralized authentication service connected 
to the gateway by the packet-switched network, and thereby establishing a 
communicable connection between the gateway v eiee — t e rminal and the 
authentication service via the packet-switched network ; 
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upon authentication by the authentication service, dissociating the 
communicable connection of the packet-switched network between the gateway 
and the authentication service information str e am from tho auth e ntication s e rvic e , ; 

re-directing the communicable connection b e tw ee n the gat e way and th e 
auth e ntication s e rvic e on information str e am via th e packet switch e d n e twork to 
establish a communicable connection , on the packet-switched network, between 
the gateway and with a target device; and 

wherein the dir e cting re-directing is based, at least in part, on the 
packetized call initiation information first d e stination id e ntifi e r suppli e d with th e 
encod e d voic e band traffic originatin g that corresponds to the call initiation 
information, including the call destination identifier, from the voice terminal to 
the gateway . 



Claim 23 (currently amended): A method of operating voice traffic bearing packet 

switched network, the method comprising the steps of : 

receiving at a gateway to the packet-switched network, an information 
stream including encoded voice-band traffic originating from a voice t e rminal 
outsid e th e pack e t switch e d n e twork , the information stream comprising a 
destination identifier ; 
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directing the information stream over the packet-switched network to an 
authentication service and th e r e by e stablishing a conn e ction b e tw ee n th e voice 
terminal and th e auth e ntication s e rvic e; 

authenticating a credential associated with the information stream using 
the authentication service; 

upon authentication by the authentication service, dissociating the 
information stream from the authentication service^ 

-re-directing a next the information stream including encoded voice-band 
traffic via the packet-switched network to establish a connection with a target 
device , the re-directing being based, at least in part, on the destination identifier ; 
and 

auth e nticating a cr e d e ntial associat e d with th e information str e am using 
th e auth e ntication s e rvic e ; 

receiving at the target device the next information stream via the packet- 
switched network 

wh e r e in the dir e cting is bas e d, at l e ast in part, on first destination id e ntifi e r 
suppli e d with the encod e d voic e band traffic originating from th e voice terminal; 

wh e r e in a s e cond d e stination id e ntifi e r is suppli e d from th e voic e t e rminal 
coincident with th e auth e nticating; and 

wher e in th e s e cond d e stination id e ntifi e r is s e l e ctiv e for e the targ e t d e vic e. 
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Claim 24 (currently amended): A method of operating voice traffic bearing packet 
switched network, th e m e thod comprising the steps of : 

receiving at a gateway to the packet-switched network, an information 
stream including representable by encoded voice-band traffic, the information 
stream originating from a voice terminal communicablv connected to the gateway 
outsid e th e pack e t switch e d n e twork and the information stream comprising an 
identifier of a second voice terminal ; 

directing an encoded voice-band traffic , corresponding to at least a portion 
of the information stream, over the packet-switched network to an authentication 
service and ther e by e stablishing a conn e ction b e tw ee n th e voic e terminal and th e 
authentication s e rvic e; 

authenticating the voice terminal via the encoded voice-band traffic; 

upon authentication by the authentication service, dissociating the 
communicative connection over the packet-switched network between 
information str e am from the authentication service and the gateway - ; 

next directing at least a portion of the encoded voice-band traffic re- 
dir e cting the information str e am via over the packet-switched network to e stablish 
a conn e ction with a target device , as so dissociated from the communicative 
connection between the authentication service and the gateway ; 

further receiving at the gateway a next information stream representable by 
next encoded voice-band traffic, the next information stream originating from the 
voice terminal communicably connected to the gateway; 
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next directing at least a portion of a next encoded voice-band traffic, 
corresponding to at least a portion of the next information stream, over the packet- 
switched network to the target device, as so dissociated from the communicative 
connection between the authentication service and the gateway; 

receiving at least a portion of the next information stream at the second 
voice terminal communicably connected to the target device, the second voice 
terminal for the receipt is dictated based on the identifier 

auth e nticating a cr e d e ntial associated with th e information stream using 
th e auth e ntication s e rvic e ; 

wherein the directing is bas e d, at l e ast in part, on first d e stination identifi e r 
suppli e d with th e e ncod e d voic e band traffic originating from the voic e t e rminal; 

wher e in th e — first d e stination identifi e r includ e s a phon e numb e r 
corr e sponding to th e auth e ntication s e rvic e ; and 

wher e in a s e cond destination id e ntifi e r selectiv e for th e targ e t d e vic e is 
supplied from the voic e t e rminal coincid e nt with th e auth e nticating . 

Claims 25-28 (canceled, without prejudice). 

Claim 29 (new): The method of claim 22, wherein the call initiation information 
comprises a telephone number of a destination device. 

Claim 30 (new): The method of claim 29, wherein the telephone number is a PSTN call 
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number and the destination device is a second voice terminal. 

Claim 31 (new): The method of claim 22, wherein the target device is a second gateway, 
communicably connected to a second voice terminal. 

Claim 32 (new): The method of claim 31, wherein the call initiation information 
comprises a telephone number of the second voice terminal and the second voice terminal is 
communicably connected outside the packet-switched network to the second gateway. 

Claim 33 (new): The method of claim 23, wherein the next information stream includes 
the destination identifier. 

Claim 34 (new): The method of claim 33, further comprising the step of: 

communicably connecting a recipient voice terminal to the target device, based on 
the destination identifier. 

Claim 35 (new): The method of claim 34, further comprising the step of: 

receiving a voice message at the recipient voice terminal, corresponding to at least 
a portion of the next information stream. 
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